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Abstract

The social sciences have a considerable history of thinking about experimentation; For example, it is now
well known that experiments are a key element in the emergence of the field of behavioral economics;
But experiments in sociology, political science, planning science, and even in the field of art and
architecture have also become popular with a growing trend. Contrary to the emphasis of many
researchers, experiments and experimental methods have not been the center of attention in the field of
political science and governance; As a fact, very few reference books even index this concept. Experts in
this field, in a general review, announce the experimentalist turn in a range of scientific fields, including
political science, and state that the term experiment refers to a range of different formats and activities
and not just a research method. For example, the term experiment is also used to refer to designing and
evaluating institutional settings, encouraging social and political learning, and initiating social innovations
and transformations. The main goal of this review article is to find answers to questions about the role
and position of experiments concerning governance issues. The effects that experiments have, both
through learning and through policy change, are very important, and how experiments affect learning and
policy change is still not included in most leading models of the policy process. This review provides a
good opportunity to showcase the new experimentalist turn in practice and its various forms; Because
many researchers consider experiments as a starting point for desirable social transformations.

Keywords: experimental research, experimental design, research method, governance, political science
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